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Less than 24 hours after attending the Texas Say 
What! Tobacco Youth Conference, local Waller 

County teens began their mission to collect 

community surveys  in support of a comprehensive 

smoke-free ordinance that could positively effect 
three Waller County cities.   

  

The 8th annual Waller County Back to School Health 
Fair took place July 21 at the Waller High School 

cafeteria from 9am—noon. It was here that over 500 

residents of the county heard for the first time the 
TRUTH about electronic nicotine devices.  

 

Sonya McHarris a resident of the Waller community 

stated, “these inspiring group of teens have brought a 
whole new light into our county and resources for  

nicotine dependency that we so desperately need. I 

did not know nicotine and other harmful chemicals 
are in the device my 16 year old son uses.” Waller 

County is amongst the top three counties in the state 

of Texas with the highest prevalence rate of tobacco 
usage.  

  

“I am very proud of our youth,” says Kinard Youth Coordinator for the Waller TPCC, “they have worked so hard this year 

and committed their summer to tobacco prevention. They understand the importance of prevention and  tobacco cessation 
and are trying to help their community overcome this challenge.” The teens also took to the community to seek volunteers 

to join the Waller Tobacco Prevention & Control  Coalition (TPCC) to help make changes within the community they 

love.  

 
To learn more about the next WALC  meeting or the Tobacco Prevention Task Force monthly general Coalition meeting, 
contact Rosalind Lewings at rosalind.lewings@txaheceast.org or 713-592-6411 ext.20.   

Waller County TPPC Youth take Tobacco 
Prevention into their own hands. 

Waller County TPCC Youth distribute community readiness surveys and tobacco prevention 

during 8th Annual Waller County Back to School Health Fair. 

Photo Credit: Waller TPCC 
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WHO’S WHO IN TOBACCO CONTROL 

Let’s welcome Ingrid Holmes the new Tobacco Program 

Coordinator! As the previous Beaumont Health Department Director, 

Ms. Holmes comes with a wealth of knowledge and ideas. As their 

“Don’t Smoke Your Life Away” motto, Gift of Life has hit the 

ground running  to prepare for the 2017 year with fun positive events 

geared toward tobacco prevention and tobacco cessation in southeast 

Texas.  https://giftoflifebmt.org/  

Gift of Life Welcomes New Coordinator at 
Tobacco Control Coalition of Southeast Texas 

EndTobacco™: The New Kids on 
the Block 

Program Director Jennifer Cofer and Program 
Manager Alex Hurst are a team of two and far from 

new to the issues on tobacco. Both have joined the 

MD Anderson team within the last year to a newly 

created division called EndTobacco™. With the 
launch of EndTobacco™ MD Anderson experts hope 

that, despite limited resources, the state’s tobacco 

fighting efforts can continue to have a growing 
effect.  

 

“YOUR BUTT STINKS” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Galveston Task Force, which is a part of the 

Bay Area Council on Drugs and Alcohol, known 

colloquially as BACODA is out to highlight the 

dangers of second-hand smoke. With this years 

“Your Butt Stinks” campaign the Task Force 

hopes to highlight the dangers tobacco usage has 

not only on people but their pets as well.  

 

Check out the Your Butt Stinks spotlight 

commercial, https://youtu.be/c63OCA26nag 

FDA Targets LGBTQ Population Using  

“This Free Life” Campaign 
 

“This Free Life” aims to reach LGBT young adults by 
appealing to their shared values, similar life experiences 

and common interests. The campaign reflects LGBT 

young adults’ desire to be “free” as it relates to their 
lives and experiences, and connects this desire to the 

importance of being free from tobacco. The essence of 

the campaign is expressed through its tagline: “Freedom 

to Be, Tobacco-Free.” 
 

https://thisfreelife.betobaccofree.hhs.gov  

(Photo courtesy of  Federal Drug Administration's Center for Tobacco Products, 2016)  

Photo credit: Gift of Life BMT 
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Utilizing Data Sources 
HOW HEALTHY IS YOUR COMMUNITY? 

EHF releases NEW interactive County Health 

Data tool 

 

Sometimes it can be difficult to find data on a local 

level. Episcopal Health Foundation (EHF), provides 

that resource. EHF helps you put important County 

Health Data to work for your community.  This new 

interactive County Health and Children’s Health 

Data Snapshots consolidate health statistics from 

many public sources and puts all the data in one 

place for each of EHF’s 57 counties. 

 

Rankings are broken down into several categories, 

health outcomes and health factors for a better end-

user experience. 

 
http://www.episcopalhealth.org/en/research/county-health-

data/   

Tobacco Policy  

The Tobacco Regulatory Science Program, FDA’s 

partnership with NIH to foster tobacco regulatory 

research, offers funding for scientists whose 

research informs Center for Tobacco Products 

(CTP) regulatory activities. 

 
 Tobacco Regulatory Science Small Grant Program for 

New Investigators (R03). The next application due date 

is Feb. 23, 2017. http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-

files/RFA-OD-15-

004.htmlsource=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&ut

m_source=govdelivery   
 

Get Ready! Community colleges can apply for a 

$10,000 grant by submitting a proposal between 

March 1 and April 29. 

 
 Truth Initiative has already awarded $274,730 in grants 

to 54 public community colleges in 25 states across the 

country to support efforts to advocate for, adopt, and 

implement a 100% smoke-free or tobacco-free college 

policy. http://truthinitiative.org/news/helping-

FDA releases four new webinars as part 

of the "Deeming" Tobacco Compliance 

Webinar series  

 
Curious about how to address hookah and vape 

businesses? Lucky for you there is now a webinar 

series to get up-to-date information on the new 

FDA regulations of tobacco products. A variety of 

new webinars will address the information needed 

for a new tobacco product application, as well as 

the basic administrative processes for submitting 

these applications.  

 
http://www.fda.gov/tobaccoproducts/

guidancecomplianceregulatoryinformation/ucm220111.htm?

source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery  

Funding Opportunities 

Photo Credit: Episcopal Health Foundation 

** Disclaimer: DSHS assumes no responsibility for the use of the information provided.*** 
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National Conference on Tobacco or Health  
 

March 22-24 

Austin Convention Center 

Austin, Texas 

 

NCTOH is one of the oldest and largest meetings on tobacco education and 

action, bringing together more than 2,500 national, state, territorial and local tobacco control scientists, program 

managers, communicators and other professionals in the field every three years. The mission of the conference is 

to improve the reach and effectiveness of tobacco control programs and activities throughout the United States 

For more information visit; http://txsaywhat.com/events/details/conference  

Upcoming Events 

Myeshia Roach  

Region 6/5S Tobacco Coordinator 

Myeshia.roach@dshs.state.tx.us 

713-767-3023 

Do you have a story you’d like to share, or maybe an upcoming tobacco 

related event to advertise? If so, please call or email the Regional 

Coordinator  to be featured in the next tobacco newsletter. Note: The 

newsletter is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) so 

please send events in a timely manner.  

LinkUp Greater Houston 
 
November 12th  
Houston Community College 
Houston, TX 
 

10th Annual Conference powerfully influences adolescent behavior by protecting young people from risky 

behavior and by promoting positive attitudes and choices. Created in 1990, the Asset framework is ground-

ed in research based in on childhood and adolescent development, risk prevention, and resiliency. Our very 

own Regional Teen Ambassador Jordan Booker will be presenting on Tobacco!  http://

www.linkupgreaterhouston.org/  

Galveston County Tobacco Task Force 
 
November 15th   
The Gulf Coast Center 

Texas City, TX 

 

Ordinance Ordinance Ordinance!  While continuing to provide education and prevention resources, the Gal-

veston Task Force is seeking representatives from law enforcement, education, health care and mental health 

services, nonprofits, and other concerned citizens to help make our community smoke-free. Contact Rusty 

Cockrell at 800-510-3111, ext. 918 


